
A TEXT TO SCREEN INTERFACE THAT COLLECTS 
WORDS TO CREATE A UNIFIED BODY OF EXPRESSION

TE XTSEG R IT Y



How can media aspects such as sound, video and animation be controlled 
by “the new remote controller (the mobile phone)?”

An Old Thesis Question:



SMS Jukebox

A Jukebox in which music playback is controlled through SMS text commands



How can the LANGUAGE aspect of TEXT to SCREEN INTERACTION be explored and
what meaningful relationships can be created?

Thesis Question:



PRECEDENTS...



AMERICAN IDOL

- Business Wire

VISUAL RELATIONSHIPS CREATED THROUGH

In total, more than 7.5 million American Idol-related text messages were 
sent by AT&T Wireless customers throughout the season, including polls, 
sweepstake entries, trivia, and votes.



�  SMS CHATWALL, TEXT MARKETER and FIRETEXT

* Text to screen interaction

1. Allows people to text & send pictures to a big screen.
2. Generate interest, fun, revenue & capture mobile numbers
to use for marketing.
3. Used for fun applications like DJ requests, flirting, votes,
competitions, drinks, and promo’s bulletins...



SMS text to screen interaction used for artistic purposes - A space for urban commentary.
a “form of interactive theater” - Paul Notzold

TEXTUAL HEALING by Paul Notzold



Target Audience: People who attend areas of entertainment such as concerts, exhibition openings, clubs 
and bars. Ages: 12 - 45

Possible funder/group: AT&T, Nokia, Coca-Cola, MoMA, Advertising Agencies....

* Just like blogs. My project is a format of communication where an audience is determined by the topic of 
conversation.



How can I can create meaningful visual relationships with 
your mobile phone TEXT input on the screen?

Design Question



Inspiration
------------------
Carbon structures
Sustainability
Concerned with the chance of surviving lastingly 
and successfully on Earth.

Architect,
designer,
inventor,
visionary, 



NEW IDEA

Exploring the language 
aspect of SMS texting

Nodes of conversation Cumulus conversation formations.

PROTOTYPE X

INSPIRATION

Buckminster Fuller Clouds are metaphor for today’s 
Era of information. - internet

Cloud 9
Floating city (science fiction)Tensegrity structure



Visual Complexity

- Manuel Lima



TYPOGRAPHY

ANIMATION
CUMULUS
CONVERSATIONS

+



I t  refers to the integr i ty  of structures as being based in a synergy be-
tween balanced tension and compression components .  Tensegri ty is 
the exhibi ted strensssdfasdfthat resul ts "when push and pul l  have a 
win-win relat ionship with each other".  Tension is cont inuous and com-
pression discont inuous,  such that cont inuous pul l  is  balanced by 
equivalent ly discont inuous pushing forces.

-  termed by Buckminster Ful ler

TENSEGRITY

Is an al tered def ini t ion from Ful ler ’s coined term: Tensegri ty.  Tex t is 
appl ied to Tensegri ty to form (TEXTSEGRITY) to def ine a type of SMS 
to screen interact ion in which nodes of conversat ion are connected 
and appl ied as a resul t  of  a person SMS tex t ing to the screen.

TE XTSEG R IT Y



Design Process



CONVERSATION

TOPIC
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The first and most important thing of all, at least for writers today, 
is to strip language clean, to lay it bare down to the bone

- Ernest Hemingway



Exquisite Corpse
is a method by which a collection of words or images is collectively as-
sembled.

- Enhance the visual connection / signficance of collected text messages 
on the screen.

- Start user testing to formulate conclusions.

- Have strong typography incorporated and animation activated for texted 
contents to the screen.

- Retrieve email messages for text to screen interface.

Proposal for the next steps

Plans for the remainder of the semester.



If I am successful I would like to enhance other media such as sound, video or animation 
with meaningful TEXT relationships sent by you and YOUR mobile phone.

What do I want to discover with my thesis?


